QUILTING BABES

 Tension and pokies:

1) Clean clean clean

2) Tension is something that you will just have to play with til you get comfortable adjusting the tension knob and more importantly the bobbin case screw.

3) Adjust one thing at a time. Start with upper tension.  Learn how much turning is necessary “on your machine”.

4) Hold bobbin case over a container while adjusting screw—“lefty loosey” “ righty tighty” – just in case you drop the teeny tiny screw.  (  The adjustments on this screw are minute.

5) The amount of tension on the leaders affects tension also.  The quilt should be loose enough to poke a finger up from bottom and be able to grasp that fingernail. 

Thread and Tension:

1) Try to use same color on top and bottom.

2) Bottom Line thread or other fine quilting thread in the bobbin makes adjusting tension easier – if you are not going for an attention grabbing design on the quilt back.  AND you get more thread yardage on a bobbin.

Starting and Stopping:

Take a couple of very tiny stitches right next to each other (about one thread each way).  Take one more stitch, move the machine away several inches (lift presser foot first), then bring back and while holding on to the top thread, take another stitch.   Move the machine away again and tug on the top thread – it will bring up three threads (one is looped).  Cut all 3 really close to the quilt top.  This cuts the bobbin thread and top thread all at the same time, leaving the bobbin tail to grab hold of when you start again.

Interesting websites:

 http://www.lyondenquilting.com  -  a long arm quilter with wonderful examples of quilting ideas.  Also check out her “Quilt Patterns” page; there are many ideas of pantographs.  There is also a link to her Webshots album that shows actual customer quilts.

http://www.wolvencyberarts.com/leaders.htm - directions for putting zipper leaders on your quilt frame

http://community.webshots.com/user/madijj  -  pictures of “line dancing” quilts

http://www.quilt-crazy.com/samples.htm  -  more ideas for quilting designs
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