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    QUILTING BABES   

                         October  2007

http://www.brightcove.tv:80/search.jsp?query=quilting    short 3 minute videos free on quilting how-to.  Also 20 or more pages of quilting videos, some are old shows that you must pay for but the ones I saw were ~ $1.99

http://www.youtube.com:80/user/PennyBubar 11 videos on frame quilting….loading, pantos, etc.
http://maryquilts.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/06/off-center-4-patch-backing.pdf   nice instructions for an off center design with 2 fabrics for a quilt back 

INSPIRATION

http://www.patsythompsondesigns.com/   her blog spot with pictures of ongoing projects.  She also has new DVDs out.  Don’t miss this one!

http://www.kerynemmerson.com/files/pantocatalogue.pdf   pantos for sale but good ideas 

www.quiltgalleryshops.com   nice slide show of quilt kits from 11 shops using one quilt– temptation and inspiration

http://www.kodakgallery.com/I.jsp?c=4u0acd4.3rm1jpds&x=0&h=1&y=xvvm3h  link to Kodak Easyshare Gallery for Sisters Quilt Show 2007
SUPPLIES
Sewingthreadsrus – seller on Ebay of prewound bobbins  $5/gross for some

http://video.google.com:80/videoplay?docid=-9218439617407227861   youtube on how to use TOWA bobbin gauge – info pertains to using it for embroidery purposes also
MISCELLANEOUS
A crazy bit of info……Karen McTavish has feathers tattooed on both arms  !!!!!  http://ph.groups.yahoo.com/group/Machine_Quilting_Professional/photos/view/ea7d?b=1  

OPINIONS ON THREAD

If you want only 100% cotton keep with the Long arm type thread. You won't find this stuff at the fabric shop.

Superior ELS King Tut 40 wt. It looks sorta thick and if you like your quilting lines to show (like for a kid's quilt) it's terrific.

Signature 100% cotton 50 wt. It's a nice looking thread but has less pazazz than King Tut. 50 wt. is less thick than 40 wt... so it won't show as much.

I use this thread in my Brother PQ1500 on the frame and don't have a problem with breaking - except black and very dark blue. Sometimes it's a little slubby (little nubblies on the thread) which is not fun).

Polyester

Superior So Fine! this is a 50 wt. thread that is not super shiny... but it does have more shine than most all cottons.

This thread runs great in the Voyager (I hear on this list). The 50wt. polyester is actually thinner than the Signature cotton but just a tiny bit.

If you are going to do back tracking (going over a line) and you don't want a lot of build up showing... this is a great thread.

Poly cotton.....

Signature makes a thread called Poly Core.. it has a core of polyester and is wrapped with cotton. I use this all the time when I'm renting time on a Gammill...... I can go reallly reallly fast with this stuff.  It's a 50 wt thread. pretty standard.

Costs…..

I did a little math... I know the cones of thread cost a bunch more out of pocket.. but if you do the math... 
one of the most expensive threads out there is the 300 yard spools of coats and clark thread at the fabric stores. This stuff is not meant for high speed frame quilting. It's not treated to make it stronger for long-arm use. 

here in Austin they are $ 2.09 each.... that means for 3,000 yds (ten spools)....... it's $ 20.90.

for 3,000 yds of King Tut.... online at Sew Thankful... $ 15.89

and even if you pay the full retail at Superior $ 24.95.. you don't have to suffer breaks and shredding and using the wrong type of thread in your machine... and it costs a whole $ 4.05 cents more.

OH, and buy a nice beige off white if you do 'soft' looking quilts. I like Signature's Mother Goose. Get a wild variegated for kids quilts or a medium blue. And of course, one of your favorite color.

 (I didn't mention YLI - I use this brand but I usually like the colors in Superior better - just a preference).     Jane in Austin........

JOKE FOR THE DAY

The other day my friend and I were sitting in her sewing room working on 
projects and I said to her, "I never want to live in a vegetative state, 
dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If that ever 
happens, just pull the plug." - - - - - -

She got up, unplugged my Voyager and threw out my bottle of water ....
